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Mayor’s message 
 

Every once in a while, it behoves me to return to the concept of “community” 
as it relates to the village of Bawlf.  Indeed, when the current group of 
Councillors and I stood for election in 2007, a perceived lack of community spirit 
was one of the recurring themes in discussions with Village residents.  
Unfortunately, and as much as it pains me to say it, it’s an observation that’s 
sometimes difficult to argue with.   

 
Take, for example, the Bawlf Public Library Christmas Party  this past December.  Only seven 
children showed up, and three of those were related to the librarian, and this despite the fact that 
the event was promoted in this newsletter, on the Village’s website, and on the Village entrance 
sign.  Then, there’s the issue of community supervision at the public skating rink, wherein 
members of the community are assigned to weekly teams to supervise the rink.  I would venture 
to say that most people happily contribute their two or three hours per year in this regard, but 
there are a significant number who don’t want to be on that list for one reason or another.  In 
other words, asking them to contribute two or three hours per year toward the betterment of the 
community is too much.  It’s difficult to understand that. 
 
Is this attitude unique to Bawlf?  Not by any means, but I can’t help but scratch my head when I 

see Rosalind’s Halloween Howler jam-packed with 
both children and adults (many of whom are from 
the Bawlf area) every October, or the type of 
crowds that Daysland Theatre or Daysland Arena 
fundraisers draw only 15 km east of here.  What is 
it that they do in those places that we’re not doing 
here?  Frankly, I don’t know the whole answer.   
 
However, what I do know is that building a sense 
of community requires each and every one of us to 
look in the mirror and take personal responsibility 
in the process.  We have to go back to the co-
operative spirit of our pioneers and see each other, 
not as individual islands in the sea of daily activity, 
but as ongoing partners in the quest for a truly 
better quality of life in rural Alberta.  We need to 
realize that every time we say “no” to taking part in 

a community activity, or every time we allow some minor difference with our neighbour to fester 
for months or years on end, we tear the ties that bind us just a little bit.  We will be judged – and 
we will judge ourselves – as a community, not by how high we build the fences between us, but 
by how wide we build the walkways through them.  The concept of “community” is by no means 
beyond repair in Bawlf, but it’ll take more than just some elected official’s words to make it 
happen.  Are we up to the task?  I’m hoping that the answer is a resounding “yes”. 

Next Council 
meeting: 

 
Tuesday, February 
24th at the Fire Hall, 

(this month only) 7 PM 
 

The public is welcome 
to attend all Council 

meetings.  If you 
would like to address 

Council, please contact 
the Village Office by 

noon on  
February 19th to 
arrange a time. 

 

Bawlf School Beverage 
Container Pick-up 

 
Date of this month’s pick-up:   

Monday, February 23rd  
(items to be at the curb in front of your 

house by 12:00 noon) 
Area rural  residents who wish to 

participate can bring their items to the 
door of the bus storage shed north of the 

school 
 

Questions?  Call Bawlf School at  
780-373-3784 
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It is the time of year when the bobcat is in operation clearing snow in various locations within 
the village.  All residents (whether on foot or in a vehicle) are urged to STAY BACK, or better 
yet, COMPLETELY AVOID the area in which the bobcat is operating.  This is a dangerous 

piece of equipment.  Thank you for your co-operation!  
 

* * * * * * * 
Please note that garbage will be picked up on Sunday, Feb 15 rather than Friday, Feb 13. 

 
* * * * * * * 

It's true, but for a short time only!  
 
Free annual memberships to the Bawlf Public Library  until April 1, 2009 (note:  new 
memberships only). With a membership, you and your family can access books, DVDs, 
materials in languages other than English and endless resources through interlibrary loans. Join 
us every Monday, Wednesday and Friday from noon to 5 p.m. or Thursday from 3 p.m. to 6:30 
p.m. at 203 Hanson Street in Bawlf. For more information, call us at (780) 373-3882. 
 

* * * * * * * 
By-law 565/09, a by-law to amend the Municipal Assessor By-law 525/04, and By-law 
564/08, a by-law to amend the Master Rates By-law 553/08, were both passed at the 

January 22nd Council meeting. 
 

The Village invites comments on proposed by-laws after first reading.  Copies of all existing and 
proposed by-laws, as well as minutes of previous Council meetings,  are available on the 

Village’s website at www.bawlf.com or at the Village Office. 
 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Village Council welcomes inaugural “Mayor for a Day” 

winner, Evan Bellingham, to the Mayor’s Chair! 
 

Congratulations to Grade 6 Bawlf School Student, Even Bellingham, who is the inaugural 
winner of the Village of Bawlf’s “Mayor for a Day” contest.  Conceived with the purpose of 
finding constructive ways to engage local youth in the political process, the contest judged 
essays on local government prepared by all the Grade 6 students at Bawlf School.  Evan received 
two tickets to a Kodiaks game and was invited to assist the Mayor in chairing a Village Council 
meeting.  Finishing second in the contest was Damon Johns, who received two tickets to a 
Kodiaks game and two movie passes; in third place was Connor Hastings, who received two 
tickets to a Kodiaks game (note that all the Kodiak tickets were graciously donated this year by 
Councillor Gord Blatz).  Well done, students, and thanks to Mr. Bowie and Mr. Murphy  for 
all their support and co-operation in making this happen! 
 
 

   
 

Evan assists Mayor Iwanus in chairing the January 22nd Council meeting 
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Regional Children’s 
Centre Update 

 
The Regional Rural Children’s Centre 
Committee is still waiting to hear back 
whether modular building units for which the 
Battle River School Division had applied for 
on the Committee’s behalf, would be 
available to house the Centre. 
 
Although the answer was originally expected 
by the end of December, East Central Alberta 
Child and Family Services now indicates that 
the answer should be forthcoming by the 
middle of February. 
  
The Committee has also been busy securing 
funding for the project.  As of January 31, 
2009, the following funding has been 
secured: 
 
·  Camrose County Legacy Grant - $50,000 
·  Creating Spaces for Children Grant - 

$120,000 
·  Other fundraising - $4,000 
·  Fossen Excavating has donated their 

equipment, materials and labour in the 
amount of $5, 000 

·  Battle River School Division has 
allocated land to the Bawlf Playschool 
Society for the structure(s). 
 

More updates will be provided as this project 
moves forward and as more funding is 
secured.   
 

Questions?  Contact Tammy Albers at 
780-373-2421 or  

Christine Ginther at 780-672-8262. 

  
DAYSLAND PALACE THEATRE 

 
Movie Information Line: 780-374-3774 

 
SHOW TIMES: Friday & Saturday 8 PM  Sunday 7 PM 

 
February 6, 7 & 8 

AUSTRAILIA   Rated: PG 
Warning: Violence, Language may offend 

Starring Nicole Kidman and Hugh Jackman 
A romantic action-adventure set in northern Australia 

prior to World War 2 
 

February 13, 14 & 15 
MARLEY & ME       Rated: PG 

Starring Owen Wilson & Jennifer Aniston 
This comic romp tells the true story of a journalist who 
decides to get a dog for his wife as a warm-up to having 

children 
 

FAMILY DAY TOONIE MATINEE 
Monday, February 16, 2:00 PM 

THE TALE OF DESPEREAUX  Rated: G 
Animated tale of the mouse born too big for his little 

world 
Sponsored by DAYSARTS 

 
Thursday, February 19, 8:00 PM 

DaysArts presents the first REEL ALTERNATIVE  
Movie Night 

THE SECRET LIFE OF BEES 
STARRING Dakota Fanning and  Queen Latifah 

Set in South Carolina in 1964, a young white girl finds 
her way with the help of a group of strong black women 

 
February 20, 21 & 22 

TWILIGHT   Rated: PG    Warning: Violence 
This Drama, based on a novel by Stephanie Meyer is 

about a teenage girl moving to a small town and falling 
for a boy who is different from the rest. 

 
February 28, March 1 & 2 

PASSCHENDAELE   Rated: 14A 
Warning: Gory Scenes, Coarse Language 
Starring Paul Gross     Filmed in Alberta 

Historical drama about the Canadian experience of WW1 
in the trenches of Passchendaele and at home as seen 

through the eyes of a seasoned veteran, a nurse and her 
idealistic brother. 

 

“See you at the Movies” 

 

Seventh Annual Family Winter Sports Day 
 

Monday, February 16, 2009 (Family Day), 11:00 AM to 4:00 PM 
 

Events include: 
 

·  Milk jug throw 
·  broom-a-loo game 
·  sled pulls 
·  wagon rides 
·  inside games 

 
Free coffee and hot chocolate  

 Free hot dogs 
(sponsored by the Village of Bawlf) 

BAKE SALE 
 

proceeds to be directed to the  
Regional Children’s Centre to be 

constructed in Bawlf 
 

Please bring donations of baked goods to the Bawlf 
Community Centre just before 11 AM. Questions? 

Call Tammy Albers at 780-373-2421. 
 

Everyone welcome! 
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The Village of Bawlf is looking for two diligent, community- 
minded area residents to fulfill the volunteer positions of: 

 

Director of Disaster Services 
and 

Deputy Director of Disaster Services 
 
The Director  is appointed by the Village Council to carry out the emergency 
management duties for the municipality in the event of a disaster.  Specific duties 
include the management and/or updating of the Village’s current Emergency Plan, 
providing annual reports to the Village Council, attending relevant training and 
information sessions, and coordinating all emergency services and resources during 
an emergency.   
 
The Deputy Director is responsible for assisting the Director or perform all duties 
in the absence of the Director.  
 
The Village will provide compensation on a per diem basis and cover the costs of 
training, travel, etc.  Specific support is also available from the Government of 
Alberta’s Emergency Management Field Officer for our region. 
 
If you are interested in either of these volunteer positions, please submit a letter of 
interest to the Village of Bawlf by Friday, February 27, 2009.  For further 
information, please contact Lynn Horbasenko, Village Manager at 780-373-3797. 
 

 

February, 2009 Calendar 
 

Feb 3:    H.S. Basketball – Bashaw @ Bawlf; boys 
only, 6 PM 

 
Feb 5:    H.S. Basketball – Cornerstone @ Bawlf; 

first game at 6 PM 
 
Feb 12:  H.S. Basketball – Hay Lakes @ Bawlf; 

first game at 6 PM 
 
Feb 16:  Family Day (School closed all day) 
 
Feb 17:  School staff meeting (School closed all 

day) 
 
Feb 23:  School beverage container pick-up (items 

at the curb by 12:00 noon) 
 
Feb 24:  H.S. Basketball – Ermineskin @ Bawlf; 

first game at 6 PM 
 
Feb 24:  Village Council, 7:00 PM (note date 

change for this month) 

Village of Bawlf Council Members 
 

Mayor Jerry Iwanus  
(780-373-2263 or jiwanus@bawlf.com) 

 
Deputy Mayor Darrell Szott  

(780-373-2517 or dszott@bawlf.com) 
 

Councillor Jody Yuha  
(780-373-3806 or jyuha@bawlf.com) 

 
Councillor Reta Porter  

(780-373-2448 or rporter@bawlf.com) 
 

Councillor Gord Blatz  
(780-373-3733 or gblatz@bawlf.com) 

 
* * * * * 

“Not to seek success, but to deserve it.” 
 

Personal motto of former Prime Minister and Nobel Peace 
Prize recipient, Lester B. Pearson 

 


